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British history william the conqueror

William the Conqueror in chronicle of battle abbey (Cotton MS Domitian A II, f.47) William, Duke of Normandy, conquered England in 1066. His conquests had major implications for the history of both regions, from displacing most pre-Conquest Anglo-Saxon nobility to reshape the English language. William William's early life was the son of Robert I, Duke of Normandy (1027–
1035), and a woman of lower social status named Herleva. Through his mother, William had two half-brothers: Odo, the bishop who commissioned the Bayeux Tapestry; and Robert, who became Count of Mortain. William's two half-brothers gave him important support later in his career. Robert II died in 1035, making William Duke of Normandy seven or eight years old. In the
early years of his reign, William's control of Normandy was challenged by various nobles and relatives. He only secured his hold on Normandy with victory at the Battle of Varaville in 1057. William also launched a campaign against other neighboring rulers to expand his territory. These included his attack on England in 1066, which culminated with him becoming king of England.
William and England before the Conquest of 1066 were not William's first foray into British politics. William was associated with King Edward the Confessor of England (reigning 1042–1066). Edward's mother, Emma, was William's great-aunt, and Edward had lived in exile in Normandy after the death of his father, King Æthelred the Unready (reigning 978–1016). William probably
visited England at least once before 1066, in 1051. This visit was recorded in just one source, a single version of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Count William came from abroad ... and the king [Edward the Confessor] accepted him and as many of his friends as he could, and let him go again. Nothing else is known about this visit. It is possible that at some stage Edward declared
William to be his heir, as claimed by the later Norman writers. But there is no mention of this agreement in other contemporary sources. In addition to visiting England, William entertained English nobles at his palace in Normandy. The English nobleman Harold Godwinson, who became king of England in 1066, may even have accompanied William on some of his campaigns in
northern France. The Norman conquest of England Edward the Confessor died in January 1066, and Harold succeeded him as king of England. Soon after, William began preparing for the invasion. Later the author of Norman claimed that both Edward and Harold had promised William that he would be the next king of England, but it was unclear if this was to justify William's
conquest after the event. William's troops crossed the English Channel on the night of 27–28 September 1066, just as King Harold to the north to fight an offensive force led by King Harald Hardrada of Norway (ruled 1046–1066) and Harold Godwinson's own brother, Tostig. After defeating and killing Harald Hardrada and Tostig, the British marched south to Hastings, close by
where they were defeated by the Norman army on 14 October. William then progressed through South East England. He was crowned king of England at Westminster Abbey on Christmas Day, 1066. England and Normandy after William's Conquest initially followed the pattern of coins and royal rule established by previous English kings, and he even issued writings in Old English.
In the late 1060s, a number of English nobles rebelled against norman rule in England, among them the earls of Eadwine and Morcar. William responded by destroying a large area in the north of the country. In 1070, he also removed a number of English bishops from office and replaced them with Normans or allies. At Christmas 1085, King William ordered a survey to record who
owned land and other assets in England. This administrative survey eventually produced the Domesday Book. Although William was king of England, he spent most of his time from 1072 onwards in Normandy. He also continued to conduct military campaigns in what is now France. When he attacked Mantes, 52 km (32 miles) outside Paris, he became ill, and he died on
September 9, 1087. William the Conqueror was succeeded king of England by his second son, William Rufus (1087–1100), and as Duke of Normandy by his eldest son, Robert Curthose (died 1134). A third son, Henry, became king of England (as Henry I) in 1100. For other uses, see William the Conqueror (disambiguation). William I redirects here. For other uses, see William I
(disambiguation). Don't get confused with William Longsword. King of England, Duke of Normandy King of England William the ConquerorWilliam as depicted in the Bayeux Tapestry during the Battle of Hastings, lifting his helm to show that he is still aliveKing of EnglandReign25 December 1066 – 9 September 1087Coronation25 December 1066PredecessorEdgar the Ætheling
(uncrowned)Harold Godwinson (crowned)SuccessorWilliam IIDuke of NormandyReign3 July 1035 – 9 September 1087PredecessorRobert the MagnificentSuccessorRobert CurthoseBornabout 1028[1]Falaise, Duchy of NormandyDied9 September 1087 (aged about 59)Priory of Saint Gervase, Rouen, Duchy of NormandyBurialSaint-Étienne de Caen, NormandySpouseMatilda of
Flanders(m. 1051/2; died 1083)IssueDetail Robert II, Duke of Normandy Richard Adeliza Cecilia William II, King of England Constance, Duchess of Brittany Adela, Countess of Blois Henry I, King of England HouseNormandyFatherRobert the MagnificentMotherHerleva of Falaise William I[a] (c. 1028[1] – 9 September 1087) , commonly known as William the Conqueror and
sometimes William the Bastard,[2][b] was the first Norman King of England, reigning from 1066 until his death in 1087. He was descended from Rollo and duke of Normandy from 1035 onwards. His detention was safe in Normandy in 1060, following a struggle to establish his throne, and he launched the conquest of Normanus in England six years later. The rest of his life is
characterized by a struggle to consolidate over England and its continental lands, and by difficulty with his eldest son, Robert Curthose. William was the son of the unmarried Robert I, Duke of Normandy, by his affair Herleva. His illegitimate status and youth caused some difficulties for him after he succeeded his father, as did the anarchy that plagued the first years of his reign.
During his childhood and adolescence, members of the Norman aristocracy fought each other, both for control of the duke's child, and for their own purposes. In 1047, William was able to quash the rebellion and begin establishing his authority over the duchy, a process that was not completed until about 1060. His marriage in the 1050s to Matilda of Flanders gave him a strong
ally in the neighboring region of Flanders. At the time of his marriage, William was able to arrange the appointment of his supporters as bishop and abbot in the Norman church. The consolidation of his power allowed him to expand his horizons, and he secured control of neighboring Maine in 1062. In the 1050s and early 1060s, William became a contender for the British throne
held by the childless Edward the Confessor, his first cousin once removed. There are other potential claimants, including the powerful English earl Harold Godwinson, who Edward named as king at the site of his death in January 1066. Arguing that Edward had previously promised him the throne and that Harold had vowed to support his claim, William built a large fleet and
invaded England in September 1066. He decisively defeated and killed Harold at the Battle of Hastings on 14 October 1066. After further military efforts, William was crowned king on Christmas Day, 1066, in London. He made arrangements for the British government in early 1067 before returning to Normandy. Several rebellions failed to follow, but William's grip was largely
secure in England in 1075, allowing him to spend most of his reign in continental Europe. William's final years were marked by difficulties in his continental domain, problems with his son, Robert, and the Threatened Invasion of England by danes. In 1086, he ordered the compilation of the Domesday Book, a survey listing all land ownership in England along with pre-Conquest and
current holders. He died in September 1087 while leading a campaign in northern France, and was buried in Caen. His reign in England was marked by the construction of a castle, the completion of the new Norman nobility on the land, and a change in the composition of The English clergy. He did not try to integrate his various domains into one kingdom but continued to manage
each section separately. His land was divided after his death: Normandy went to Robert, and England went to his second living son, William Rufus. Norsemen background first started in what became Normandy at the end of the 8th century. The Permanent Scandinavian Settlement occurred before 911, when Rollo, one of the Viking leaders, and King Charles were Simple Simple
France reached an agreement that ceded rouen territory to Rollo. The land around Rouen became the core of the later duchy of Normandy. [3] Normandy may have been used as a base when scandinavian attacks on England were renewed in the late 10th century, which would have worsened relations between England and Normandy. [4] In an attempt to make things right, King
Æthelred the Unready took Emma, Richard II's sister, duke of Normandy, as his second wife in 1002. [5] The Danish invasion of England continued, and Æthelred sought help from Richard, taking refuge in Normandy in 1013 when King Swein I of Denmark escorted Æthelred and her family from England. Swein's death in 1014 allowed Æthelred to return home, but Swein Cnut's
son fought for Æthelred's return. Æthelred died unexpectedly in 1016, and Cnut became king of England. Æthelred and Emma's two sons, Edward and Alfred, went into exile in Normandy while their mother, Emma, became Cnut's second wife. [6] After Cnut's death in 1035, the British throne fell to Harold Harefoot, his son by his first wife, while Harthacnut, his son by Emma,
became king in Denmark. Britain remains unstable. Alfred returned to England in 1036 to visit his mother and perhaps to challenge Harold as king. One story implicates earl Godwin of Wessex in Alfred's subsequent death, but another blames Harold. Emma went into exile in Flanders until Harthacnut became king after Harold's death in 1040, and her half-brother Edward followed
Harthacnut to England; Edward was declared king after Harthacnut's death in June 1042. [7] [c] The early life of the Château de Falaise in Falaise, Lower Normandy, France; William was born in a building earlier here. William was born in 1027 or 1028 in Falaise, Duchy of Normandy, most likely towards the end of 1028. [1] [8] [d] He was the only son of Robert I, son of Richard II.
[e] Herleva's mother was the daughter of Fulbert of Falaise; He's probably a tanner or an embalmer. [9] She may have been a member of the ducal household, but did not marry Robert. [2] He later married Herluin de Conteville, with whom he had two sons - Odo of Bayeux and Robert, Count of Mortain - and a daughter whose name is unknown. [f] One of Herleva's brothers,
Walter, became William's supporter and protector during his minority. [9] Robert also had a daughter, Adelaide, by another mistress. [12] Robert I succeeded his older brother Richard III as Duke on 6 August 1027. [1] The brothers had clashed over succession, and Richard's sudden death. Robert is accused by some writers of murdering Richard, a charge that makes sense but
cannot now be tested. [13] Conditions in Normandy were not calm, as the noble family damaged the Church and Alan III of waging war against the duchy, perhaps in an attempt to take control. By 1031 Robert had garnered considerable support from the nobles, many of them going to be prominent during William's life. They included the Duke Robert's uncle, the archbishop of
Rouen, who initially opposed the duke; dukes; Gunnor's nephew's wife Richard I; and Gilbert of Brionne, grandson of Richard I.[14] After his accession, Robert continued Norman's support for the English princes Edward and Alfred, who were still exiled in northern France. [2] There are indications that Robert may have been briefly engaged to a daughter of King Cnut, but no
marriage took place. It is unclear whether William would have been implanted in a row if Robert had a legitimate son. The Duke had previously been illegitimate, and William's relationship with his father in the ducal charter seemed to indicate that William was considered Robert's most likely heir. [2] In 1034 the Duke decided to go on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Although some of his
supporters tried to prevent him from travelling, he convened a council in January 1035 and asked the assembled Norman witches to swear allegiance to William as his heir[2][15] before leaving for Jerusalem. He died in early July in Nicea, on his way back to Normandy. [15] The Duke of Normandy Challenges diagram shows William's family ties. The names with --- below them are
William's opponents, and the names with +++ are William's supporters. Some relatives switch sides over time, and are marked with both symbols. William faced several challenges to become Duke, including his illegitimate birth and his youth: evidence showed that he was seven or eight years old at the time. [17] [h] He enjoyed the support of his great-uncle, Archbishop Robert,
as well as King Henry I of France, allowing him to succeed as his father's duchy. [20] The support given to exiled British princes in their attempts to return to England in 1036 showed that the new Duke's guardian sought to continue his father's policy,[2] but the death of Archbishop Robert in March 1037 removed one of William's main supporters, and conditions in Normandy
quickly descended into chaos. [20] Anarchy in the duchy lasted until 1047,[21] and the control of the young dukes was one of their priorities competing for power. At first, Alan of Brittany had custody of the duke, but when Alan died in late 1039 or October 1040, Gilbert of Brionne took over William. Gilbert was killed within months, and another guardian, Turchetil, was also killed
around the time of Gilbert's death. [22] However another guardian, Osbern, was murdered in the early 1040s in William's room while the duke slept. It is said that Walter, William's maternal uncle, was occasionally forced to hide the young duke in farm houses,[23] although this story may have been an ornament by Orderic Vitalis. Historian Eleanor Searle speculates that William
grew up with three cousins who later became important in his career - William fitzOsbern, Roger de Beaumont, and Roger of Montgomery. [24] Although many Norman was involved in wars and personal feuds of their own during William's minority, the viscount still recognized ducal rule, and The hierarchy supports William. [25] The column at the site of the Battle of King Val-ès-
Dunes Henry continued to support the young duke,[26] but at the end of 1046 William's opponents came together in a rebellion centered in lower Normandy, led by the Guy of Burgundy with support from Nigel, Viscount of Cotentin, and Ranulf, Viscount of Bessin. According to a story that may have legendary elements, attempts were made to seize William in Valognes, but he fled
under cover of darkness, seeking refuge with King Henry. [27] In early 1047 Henry and William returned to Normandy and won at the Battle of Val-ès-Dunes near Caen, although few actual battle details were recorded. [28] William of Poitiers claimed that the battle was won primarily through William's efforts, but previous accounts claimed that King Henry's men and leadership also
played an important part. [2] William took power in Normandy, and shortly after the battle announced the Armistice of The Lord throughout his duchy, in an attempt to limit war and violence by limiting the days of the year in which fighting was permitted. [29] Although the Battle of Val-ès-Dunes marked a turning point in William's control of the duchy, it was not the end of his struggle
to gain the upper hand over the nobility. The period from 1047 to 1054 saw an almost continuous war, with fewer crises continuing until 1060. [30] William's next consolidation of power was against the Guy of Burgundy, who retreated to his castle in Brionne, which William besieged. After a long attempt, the Duke succeeded in expelling Guy in 1050. [31] To overcome the growing
power of the Count of Anjou, Geoffrey Martel,[32] William joined King Henry in the campaign against him, the last known cooperation between the two. They managed to capture the fortress of Angevin, but achieved little else. [33] Geoffrey sought to expand his authority to the territory of Maine, especially after the death of Hugh IV of Maine in 1051. Maine's center of control is
ownership of the Bellême family, which holds Bellême on the border of Maine and Normandy, as well as strongholds in Alençon and Domfront. Overlord Bellême was king of France, but Domfort was under the leadership of Geoffrey Martel and Duke William was the leader of Alençon. The Bellême family, whose land is quite strategically placed among their three different
overlords, are able to play each other against the other and secure virtual independence for themselves. [32] Images from the Bayeux Tapestry show William with his half-brother. William is in the middle, Odo is on the left with his bare hands, and Robert is on the right with a sword in his hand. In the death of Hugh of Maine, Geoffrey Martel occupied Maine in a move contested by
William and King eventually, they managed to expel Geoffrey from the district, and in the process, William was able to secure the Bellême family strongholds of Alençon and Domfort for himself. He is so to assert his leadership of the Bellême family and force them to act consistently in Norman's interest. [34] But in 1052 the king and Geoffrey Martel made common cause against
William at the same time that several Norman nobles began to contest William's increasing power. Henry's face may have been motivated by a desire to maintain dominance over Normandy, which is now threatened by William's growing mastery of his duchy. [35] William engaged in military action against his own nobles throughout 1053,[36] as well as with the new Archbishop of
Rouen, Mauger. [37] In February 1054 the Norman king and rebels launched a double duchy invasion. Henry led the main push through the territory of Évreux, while the other wing, under king Odo's brother, invaded eastern Normandy. [38] William met the invasion by dividing his troops into two groups. The first, which he led, confronted Henry. The second, which included some
who were stauent supporters of William, such as Robert, count of eu, Walter Giffard, Roger of Mortemer, and William de Warenne, faced the power of other invaders. This second army defeated the invaders at the Battle of the Mortemer. In addition to ending both invasions, the battle allowed the Duke's churchwim supporters to exile Archbishop Mauger. As such, the Mortemer
marked another turning point in William's increasing duchy control,[39] although his conflict with the French king and Prince Anjou continued until 1060. [40] Henry and Geoffrey led another invasion of Normandy in 1057 but were defeated by William at the Battle of Varaville. This was the last invasion of Normandy during William's lifetime. [41] In 1058, William invaded Dreux
County and took Tillières-sur-Avre and Thimert. Henry attempted to get rid of William, but the Siege of Thimert protracted for two years until Henry's death. [41] The death of Count Geoffrey and the king in 1060 confirmed a shift in the balance of power towards William. [41] The signatures of William I and Matilda were the first two large crosses in the Accord of Winchester from
1072. One factor that benefited William was his marriage to Matilda of Flanders, daughter of Count Baldwin V of Flanders. The union was governed in 1049, but Pope Leo IX banned marriage at the Rheims Council in October 1049. [i] The marriage continued some time in the early 1050s,[43][j] perhaps not sanctioned by the Pope. According to late sources generally not
considered reliable, papal sanctions were not secured until 1059, but since papal-Norman relations in the 1050s were generally good, and Norman clergy were able to visit Rome in 1050 without incident, it was probably secured earlier. [45] Papal sanctions on the marriage appeared to require the establishment of two monasteries in Caen- by William and one by Matilda. [46] [k]
The marriage was important in strengthening William's status, as Flanders was one of france's more powerful territories, with links to the French royal house and and Emperor of Germany. [45] Contemporary writers consider the marriage, which resulted in four sons and five or six daughters, to be a success. [48] Appearances and characters No original portraits of William were
found; Contemporary depictions of him in the Bayeux Tapestry and in seals and coins are conventional representations designed to assert his authority. [49] There are several written descriptions of a full and strong appearance, with an intestinal voice. She enjoys excellent health until old age, although she becomes quite obese later on. [50] He is strong enough to draw a bow
that others cannot draw and has great stamina. [49] Geoffrey Martel described him as unemanlike and as a horseman. [51] Examination of William's femur, the only bone to survive when his remains were destroyed, showed he was about 5 feet 10 inches (1.78 m) tall. [49] There are notes of two tutors for William during the late 1030s and early 1040s, but the extent of his literary
education is unclear. He is not known as a patron of the author, and there is little evidence that he sponsored scholarships or other intellectual activities. [2] Orderic Vitalis noted that William tried to learn to read Ancient English late in life, but he was unable to devote enough time to the effort and quickly gave up. [52] William's main hobby seems to have been hunting. Her marriage
to Matilda seems quite affectionate, and there is no sign that she is unfaithful to him - unusual in a medieval monarchy. Medieval writers criticized William for his greed and cruelty, but his personal piety was universally praised by contemporary people. [2] The Norman rule under Norman Rule under William was similar to the one that existed under the previous duke. It was a fairly
simple administrative system, built around ducal households,[53] consisting of a group of officers including servants, butlers, and marshalls. [54] The Duke traveled constantly around the duchy, confirming the charter and collecting revenue. [55] Most of the revenue comes from ducal land, as well as from tolls and some taxes. This income is collected by the room, one of the
household departments. [54] William cultivated a close relationship with the church in his duchy. He took part in the church council and made several appointments for norman episcopy, including the appointment of Maurilius as Archbishop of Rouen. [56] Another notable appointment was that of William Odo's half-brother as Bishop of Bayeux in 1049 or 1050. [2] He also relied on
clergy for counsel, including Lanfranc, a non-Norman who rose to become one of William's leading church counselors in the late 1040s and remained so throughout the 1050s and 1060s. William generously to the church; [56] From 1035 to 1066, the Norman aristocracy established at least 20 new monastic houses, including 2 William's monasteries in Caen, an extraordinary
expansion of religious life in English and continental concerns In 1051 King Edward of England appeared to have chosen William as his successor. [58] William was the grandson of Edward's maternal uncle, Richard II of Normandy. [58] The family relations of the British crown prosecutors in 1066, and others were involved in the struggle. The kings of England were shown boldly.
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, in version D, states that William visited England in the later part of 1051, perhaps to secure confirmation of succession,[59] or perhaps William attempted to secure assistance for his troubles in Normandy. [60] This trip is impossible given William's absorption in the war with Anjou at the time. Whatever Edward wishes, it is likely that any claim by William
will be challenged by Godwin, Earl of Wessex, the most powerful family member in England. [59] Edward married Edith, Godwin's daughter, in 1043, and Godwin appears to have been one of the main supporters of Edward's claim to the throne. [61] However, by 1050, relations between the king and earl had deteriorated, culminating in a crisis in 1051 that led to the exile of
Godwin and his family from England. It was during this exile that Edward offered William the throne. [62] Godwin returned from exile in 1052 with the armed forces, and settlements were reached between the king and the earl, restoring the earl and his family to their land and succeeding Robert of Jumièges, a Norman who edward had named the Archbishop of Canterbury, with
Stigand, Bishop of Winchester. [63] No English source mentioned the embassy that Archbishop Robert was supposed to deliver on the promise of succession, and two Norman sources who mentioned it, William of Jumièges and William of Poitiers, were incorrect in their chronology during the visit. [60] Count Herbert II of Maine died in 1062, and William, who had been engaged to
his eldest son Robert to Herbert's sister Margaret, claimed the county through his son. Local nobles rejected the claim, but William invaded and in 1064 secured control of the area. [64] William appointed Norman to the bishopric kesak of Le Mans in 1065. He also allowed his son Robert Curthose to pay tribute to the new Count of Anjou, Geoffrey the Bearded. [65] William's
western border was thus secured, but his border with Brittany remained unsafe. In 1064 William invaded Brittany in a campaign that remained unclear in its details. The effect, though, was to destabilize Brittany, forcing the duke, Conan II, to focus on internal issues rather than on expansion. Conan's death in 1066 further secured William's border in Normandy. William also
benefited from his campaign in Brittany by securing the support of Breton nobles who went on to support the British invasion in 1066. [66] A scene from the Bayeux Tapestry whose text shows William supplying weapons to Harold during Harold's trip to the continent in 1064 in England, Earl Godwin died in 1053 and his sons rose in power: Harold Harold to his father's earldom,
and his other son, Tostig, became Earl of Northumbria. Other sons were given earldoms later: Gyrth as Earl of East Anglia in 1057 and Leofwine as Earl of Kent some time between 1055 and 1057. [67] Some sources claim that Harold took part in William's Breton campaign in 1064 and vowed to uphold William's claim to the British throne at the end of the campaign,[65] but no
English sources reported the trip, and it is unclear if that is really the case. This may have been Norman propaganda designed to discredit Harold, who had emerged as a leading contender to succeed King Edward. [68] Meanwhile, another contender for the throne has emerged – Edward the Exile, son of Edmund Ironside and grandson of Æthelred II, returned to England in 1057,
and although he died shortly after returning, he brought with him his family, which included two daughters, Margaret and Christina, and a son, Edgar the Ætheling. [69] In 1065 Northumbria rebelled against Tostig, and the rebels chose Morcar, the younger brother of Edwin, Earl of Mercia, as earl in place of Tostig. Harold, perhaps to secure Edwin and Morcar's support in his bid for
the throne, supported the rebels and persuaded King Edward to replace Tostig with Morcar. Tostig went into exile in Flanders, along with his wife Judith, who was the daughter of Baldwin IV, Count of Flanders. Edward was sick, and he died on January 5, 1066. It's unclear what exactly happened at Edward's death. One story, derived from Vita Ædwardi, Edward's biography,
claims that he was attended by his wife Edith, Harold, Archbishop of Stigand, and Robert FitzWimarc, and that the king named Harold as his successor. Norman sources do not dispute the fact that Harold was crowned the next king, but they state that Harold's oath and Edward's previous promise of the throne could not be changed in Edward's seat of death. Later English sources
stated that Harold had been elected king by English clergy and witches. [71] Invasion of England Main article: Norman conquest of England Harold preparations The location of several events in 1066 Harold was crowned on 6 January 1066 at the new Norman-style Westminster Abbey of Edward, despite some controversy surrounding the conduct of the ceremony. British sources
claimed that Ealdred, the Archbishop of York, performed the ceremony, while Norman sources stated that the coronation was carried out by Stigand, who was considered a non-canonical archbishop by the papacy. [72] Harold's claim to the throne was not entirely secure, however, as there were other claimants, possibly including his exiled brother Tostig. [73] [m] King Harald
Hardrada of Norway also has a claim to the throne as the uncle and heir to King Magnus I, who has made a pact with it was around 1040 that if Magnus or Harthacnut died without an heir, the others would succeed. [77] The last claimant was William of Normandy, against the anticipated invasion King Harold Godwinson made the most of Harold's brother, Tostig, carried out an
investigative raid along the south coast of England in May 1066, landing on the Isle of Wight using a fleet supplied by Baldwin of Flanders. Tostig appears to have received little local support, and further attacks on Lincolnshire and near the Humber River were met with no more success, so he retreated to Scotland, where he remained for a while. According to author Norman
William of Jumièges, William meanwhile had sent an embassy to King Harold Godwinson to remind Harold of his vow to support William's claim, although whether this embassy actually happened was unclear. Harold gathered troops and fleets to repel William's anticipated invasion troops, deploying troops and ships along the English Channel for most of the summer. [73]
William's preparatory scenes from the Bayeux Tapestry show the Normans preparing for the British invasion of William of Poitiers depicting a council called by Duke William, in which the author gives an account of the great debate taking place between the nobles and William's supporters about whether to risk an invasion of England. Although some kind of formal assembly may
be held, it is unlikely that any debate will take place, as the duke at the time had built control over his nobles, and most of those gathered would have been anxious to secure their share of the prize from the British conquest. [78] William of Poitiers also recounted that the duke obtained Pope Alexander II's approval for the invasion, along with papal banners. The Chronicle also
claims that the duke secured the support of Henry IV, holy Roman Emperor, and King Sweyn II of Denmark. Henry was a minor, however, and Sweyn was more inclined to support Harold, who could then help Sweyn fight the King of Norway, so this claim should be treated with caution. Although Alexander did give papal approval to the conquest after its success, no other source
claimed papal support before the invasion. What are you doing here? [79] The after-invasion events, which included William's penance and statements by later popes, provided indirect support to claims of papal approval. To deal with Norman affairs, William put the Norman rule into the hands of his wife during the invasion. [2] Throughout the summer, William amassed an army
and invasion fleet in Normandy. Despite William's claim by Jumièges that the ducal fleet of 3,000 ships was clearly redundant, it was probably large and largely built from scratch. Although William of Poitiers and William of Jumièges disagreed about where the fleet was built – Poitiers stated it was built at the mouth of the Diver River, while Jumièges stated it was built at Saint-
Valery-sur-Somme – both agreed that it eventually sailed off The fleet carried an invasion force that included, in addition to troops from William's own territories in Normandy and Maine, a large number of mercenaries, allies, and volunteers from Brittany, Brittany, France, and Flanders, along with a smaller number of other parts of Europe. Although the army and fleet were ready in
early August, adverse winds kept ships in Normandy until the end of September. There may be other reasons for William's delay, including intelligence reports from the UK revealing that Harold's troops were deployed along the coast. William prefers to postpone the invasion until he can make an optimal landing. [79] Harold kept his troops alert throughout the summer, but with the
arrival of the harvest season he disbanded his army on 8 September. [80] Tostig and hardrada's invasion of the modern site of the Battle of Stamford Bridge at East Riding Yorkshire Tostig Godwinson and Harald Hardrada invaded Northumbria in September 1066 and defeated local forces under Morcar and Edwin at the Battle of Fulford near York. King Harold received word of
their invasion and marched north, defeating the invaders and killing Tostig and Hardrada on 25 September at the Battle of Stamford Bridge. [77] The Norman fleet finally set sail two days later, landing in England at Pevensey Bay on 28 September. William then moved to Hastings, a few miles to the east, where he built a castle as an operating base. From there, he damaged the
interior and waited for Harold's return from the north, refusing to venture far from the sea, his line of communication with Normandy. [80] Battle of Hastings Main article: Battle of Hastings After defeating Harald Hardrada and Tostig, Harold abandoned many of his troops in the north, including Morcar and Edwin, and marched the rest south to deal with the threatened Norman
invasion. [80] He may have known of William's landing while he was traveling south. Harold stopped in London, and was there for about a week before marching to Hastings, so it's likely he spent about a week on his march south, averaging about 27 miles (43 kilometers) per day,[81] for a distance of about 200 miles (320 kilometers). [82] Despite Harold's attempts to surprise
Norman, William's scouts reported the British arrival to the duke. The exact events before the battle are unclear, with contradictory accounts at the source, but all agree that William led his troops from his castle and advanced towards the enemy. [83] Harold had taken a defensive position at the top of Senlac Hill (current battle, East Sussex), about 6 miles (9.7 kilometers) from
William's castle in Hastings. [84] A scene from the Bayeux Tapestry depicting the Battle of Hastings. The fighting began at around 9am on October 14 and lasted all day, but while the outline is known, the exact events were obscured by contradictory accounts at the source. [85] Although the numbers on each side were about the same, William had cavalry and infantry, including
many archers, while Harold had only a foot soldier and few, if any, archers. [86] The British Army as a shield wall along the ridge and was initially so effective that Soldiers were thrown back with heavy casualties. Some of William's Breton troops panicked and fled, and some British troops appeared to have pursued the fleeing Bretons until they themselves were attacked and
destroyed by the Norman cavalry. During the Bretons flight, rumors swept through Norman's army that the duke had been killed, but William managed to rally his army. Norman's two retreats further pretend, to once again draw the British into pursuit and expose them to repeated attacks by the Norman cavalry. [87] Available sources were more confused about the events of the
afternoon, but it seemed that the decisive event was Harold's death, about a different story being told. William of Jumièges claims that Harold was killed by the duke. The Bayeux tapestry has been claimed to show Harold's death with an arrow to the eye, but it may be a reworking of the tapestry to fit the 12th century story in which Harold was killed by an arrow wound to the head.
[88] Harold's body was identified the day after the battle, either through armor or marks on his body. The dead Britons, who included some of Harold's brothers and his household, were left on the battlefield. Gytha, Harold's mother, offered the duke the winner of his son's weight in gold for his custody, but his offer was rejected. [o] William ordered that the body be dumped into the
sea, but whether that happened is unclear. Waltham Abbey, which had been founded by Harold, later claimed that his body was secretly buried there. [92] March on London William may have hoped england would surrender following his victory, but they did not. In contrast, some English clergy and wizards nominated Edgar the Ætheling as king, although their support for Edgar
was only lukewarm. After waiting a while, William secured Dover, part of Kent, and Canterbury, while also sending forces to capture Winchester, where the royal treasury is located. [93] This capture secured William's back area as well as his retreat to Normandy, if necessary. [2] William then marched to Southwark, across the River Thames from London, which he reached at the
end of November. He then led his troops around south and west London, burning along the way. He finally crossed the River Thames in Wallingford in early December. Stigand handed over to William there, and when the Duke moved to Berkhamsted soon after, Edgar the Ætheling, Morcar, Edwin, and Ealdred also proposed. William then sent troops to London to build a castle;
he was crowned at Westminster Abbey on Christmas Day 1066. [93] William's first act of consolidation remained in England after his coronation and tried to reconcile the original witches. The remaining Earls - Edwin (from Mercia), Morcar (from Northumbria), and Waltheof (from Northampton) - were confirmed in and their titles. [94] Waltheof was married to William's niece Judith,
daughter of Adelaide,[95] and the marriage between Edwin and one of william william Proposed. Edgar the Ætheling also seems to have given ground. The church offices continued to be held by the same bishops as before the invasion, including the unthrical Stigand. [94] But Harold's family and his brothers lost their land, as did several others who had fought against William in
Hastings. [96] In March, William was safe enough to return to Normandy, but he took him Stigand, Morcar, Edwin, Edgar, and Waltheof. He is survived by his half-brother Odo, Bishop Bayeux, who is in charge of England along with another influential supporter, William fitzOsbern, the son of his former guardian. [94] Both men were also named earldom - fitzOsbern to Hereford (or
Wessex) and Odo to Kent. [2] Although he placed two Normans in the overall indictment, he retained many original English sheriffs. [96] After Normandy the new King of England went to Rouen and Fecamp Abbey,[94] and later attended the consecration of new churches in two Norman monasteries. [2] While William was in Normandy, a former ally, Eustace, Count of Boulogne,
attacked Dover but was repulsed. British resistance has also begun, with Eadric the Wild attacking Hereford and rebellion in Exeter, where Harold Gytha's mother was the focus of resistance. [97] FitzOsbern and Odo find it difficult to control the natives and carry out a castle building program to maintain their grip on the kingdom. [2] William returned to England in December 1067
and marched in Exeter, where he was surrounded. The town lasted for 18 days, and after falling to William he built a castle to secure his control. Harold's son meanwhile stormed south-west England from a base in Ireland. Their troops landed near Bristol but were defeated by Eadnoth. At Easter, William was in Winchester, where he was soon joined by his wife Matilda, who was
crowned in May 1068. In 1068 Edwin and Morcar rebelled, supported by Gospatric, Earl of Northumbria. The Orderic Vitalis Chronicle states that Edwin's reason for rebelling is that the proposed marriage between himself and one of William's daughters has not yet taken place, but other reasons may include the increasing power of fitzOsbern in Herefordshire, which affects
Edwin's strength in his own ears. The king marched through Edwin's land and built Warwick Castle. Edwin and Morcar proposed, but William went on to York, building York and Nottingham Castles before returning south. On his way south, he began building Lincoln, Huntingdon, and Cambridge Castles. William put supporters in charge of the new castle - among them William



Peverel in Nottingham and Henry de Beaumont in Warwick. Then the king returned to end of 1068. [97] In early 1069, Edgar the Ætheling rose up in rebellion and invaded York. Although William returned to York and built another Edgar remained free, and in the fall he joined King Sweyn. [p] The King of Denmark had brought a large fleet to England and attacked not only York but
Exeter and Shrewsbury. York was captured by Edgar and Sweyn's combined forces. Edgar was declared king by his supporters. William responded quickly, ignoring the continental uprising in Maine, and symbolically wearing his crown in the ruins of York on Christmas Day 1069. He then proceeded to buy from danes. He marched down the Tees River, ruining the countryside as
he left. Edgar, having lost much of his support, fled to Scotland,[98] where King Malcolm III married Edgar's sister Margaret. [99] Waltheof, who had joined the rebellion, proposed, along with Gospatric, and both were allowed to defend their land. But William wasn't done yet; he marched over the Pennines over the winter and defeated the remaining rebels at Shrewsbury before
building Chester and Stafford Castle. The campaign, which included the burning and destruction of parts of the countryside by royal forces, is commonly known as the Harrying of the North; it ended in April 1070, when William wore his crown ceremonially for the Passover at Winchester. [98] On Temporary Church Affairs in Winchester in 1070, William met three papal legates –
John Minutus, Peter, and Ermenfrid of Zion – that had been sent by the pope. Legates ceremonially crowned William during the Easter trial. [100] Historian David Bates saw the coronation as a ceremonial papal seal of approval for William's conquest. [2] Legates and the king then proceeded to convene a series of church councils dedicated to reforming and reorganing the Church
of England. Stigand and his brother, Æthelmær, Bishop of Elmham, were deposed from their diocese. Several original abbots were also deposed, both at the council held near Easter and at a further one near Whitsun. Whitsun Council saw the appointment of Lanfranc as the new Archbishop of Canterbury, and Thomas of Bayeux as the new Archbishop of York, to replace
Ealdred, who died in September 1069. [100] William's half-brother, Odo, may be expected to be elevated to Canterbury, but William may not want to give that much power to family members. [q] Another reason for the appointment may be pressure from the papacy to appoint Lanfranc. [101] The Norman clergy were appointed to replace the deposed bishops and abbots, and at
the end of the process, only two original English bishops remained in office, along with several continental prelates appointed by Edward the Confessor. [100] In 1070 William also founded Battle Abbey, a new monastery at the site of the Battle of Hastings, partly as penance for death in battle and partly a warning to the dead. [2] At a church council held in Lillebonne in 1080, he
was confirmed in his primary authority over the Norman church. [102] Problems in England and the Danish attacks and rebellions of the continental Sweyn had promised to leave England, returning in the spring of 1070, attacking along the Humber and East Anglia towards the Isle of Ely, where he joined Hereward the Wake, a local thegn. Hereward's troops attacked Peterborough
Abbey, which they captured and looted. William was able to secure the departure of Sweyn and his fleet in the 1070s,[103] allowing him to return to the continent to deal with problems in Maine, where the city of Le Mans had rebelled in 1069. Another concern was the death of Count Baldwin VI of Flanders in July 1070, which caused a succession crisis when his widow, Richilde,
ruled for their two young sons, Arnulf and Baldwin. The rules, however, were contested by Robert, Baldwin's brother. Richilde proposed marriage to William fitzOsbern, who was in Normandy, and fitzOsbern was accepted. But after he was assassinated in February 1071 at the Battle of Cassel, Robert became a count. He opposed King William's power on the continent, so the
Battle of Cassel disrupted the balance of power in northern France in addition to harming William's important supporters. [104] In 1071 William defeated the last rebellion in the north. Earl Edwin was betrayed by his own men and killed, while William built a road to subdue the Isle of Ely, where Hereward the Wake and Morcar were hiding. Here he escaped, but Morcar was
captured, snatched from his ear, and imprisoned. In 1072 William invaded Scotland, defeating Malcolm, who had recently invaded the north of England. William and Malcolm agree to make peace by signing the Treaty of Abernethy, and Malcolm may hand over his son Duncan as a hostage for peace. Perhaps another provision of the treaty was the expulsion of Edgar the Ætheling
from Malcolm's court. [105] William then turned his attention to the continent, returning to Normandy in early 1073 to deal with the invasion of Maine by Fulk le Rechin, Count of Anjou. With a quick campaign, William captured Le Mans from Fulk's forces, completing the campaign on March 30, 1073. This made William's power safer in northern France, but a new count of Flanders
received Edgar the Ætheling to his court. Robert also married his half-brother Bertha to King Philip I of France, who opposed Norman rule. [106] William returned to England to relinquish his army from service in 1073 but quickly returned to Normandy, where he spent all of 1074. [107] He left England at the hands of his supporters, including Richard fitzGilbert and William de
Warenne,[108] as well as Lanfranc. [109] William's ability to leave England for a full year was a sign that he felt that his royal control was safe. [108] While William was in Normandy, Edgar the Ætheling returned to Scotland from Flanders. King of France, seeking focus for those who oppose power then proposed that Edgar be given montreuil-sur-mer castle in the Channel, which
would give Edgar a strategic advantage against William. [110] Edgar was forced to submit to William William however, after that, and he returned to William's court. [107] [r] Philip, despite being thwarted in this attempt, turned his attention to Brittany, leading to an uprising in 1075. [110] Rebellion of the Earls Main article: Rebellion of earls castle of Norwich. It continues to date after
the Earls Rebellion, but the castle mound is early. [111] In 1075, during the absence of William, Ralph de Gael, Earl of Norfolk, and Roger de Breteuil, Earl of Hereford, conspired to overthrow William in the Revolt of the Earls. [109] Ralph was at least part of Breton and had spent most of his life before 1066 in Brittany, where he still owned land. [112] Roger was a Norman, son of
William fitzOsbern, but had inherited less authority than his father. [113] Ralph's authority also seems to be less than that of his predecessors in earldom, and this was likely the cause of his involvement in the rebellion. [112] The exact reason for the rebellion was unclear, but it was launched at Ralph's wedding to Roger's relatives, held at Exning in Suffolk. Waltheof, earl of
Northumbria, although one of William's favourites, was also involved, and there were some Breton rulers who were prepared to rebel in support of Ralph and Roger. Ralph also asked Denmark for help. William remained in Normandy while his men in England subdued the rebellion. Roger was unable to leave his castle in Herefordshire due to the efforts of wulfstan, bishop of
Worcester, and Æthelwig, Abbot of Evesham. Ralph was bottled at Norwich Castle by the combined efforts of Odo of Bayeux, Geoffrey de Montbray, Richard fitzGilbert, and William de Warenne. Ralph eventually left Norwich under his wife's control and left England, eventually ending up in Brittany. Norwich were besieged and surrendered, with garrisons allowed to go to Brittany.
Meanwhile, the Danish king's brother, Cnut, eventually arrived in England with a fleet of 200 ships, but he was too late because Norwich had already surrendered. The Danes then storm along the beach before returning home. [109] William returned to England in 1075 to deal with the Danish threat, leaving his wife Matilda in charge of Normandy. He celebrated Christmas in
Winchester and dealt with it after the uprising. [114] Roger and Waltheof were kept in prison, where Waltheof was executed in May 1076. Prior to this, William had returned to the continent, where Ralph had continued the rebellion of Brittany. [109] Problems at home and abroad earl Ralph had secured control of the castle at Dol, and in September 1076 William advanced to
Brittany and besieged the castle. King Philip of France then eased the siege and defeated William at the Battle of Dol, forcing him to retreat back to Normandy. Although this was William's first defeat in battle, it didn't change things much. Angevin's attacks in Maine were defeated in late 1076 or 1077, with Fulk le Rechin was wounded in a failed attack. More serious is the
retirement of Simon de Crépy, Crépy, Prince Amiens, to the monastery. Before he became a monk, Simon ceded his territory at Vexin to King Philip. Vexin was a buffer state between Normandy and the land of the French king, and Simon had been a supporter of William. [s] William was able to make peace with Philip in 1077 and secure a truce with Count Fulk in late 1077 or
early 1078. [115] In late 1077 or early 1078 problems began between William and his eldest son, Robert. Although Orderic Vitalis described it as starting with an altercation between Robert and his two younger brothers, William and Henry, including the story that the altercation began when William and Henry threw water at Robert, it is most likely that Robert felt helpless. Orderic
recounted that he had previously demanded control of Maine and Normandy and had been rejected. Problems in 1077 or 1078 resulted in Robert leaving Normandy accompanied by a group of young men, many of them sons of William's supporters. Among them were Robert of Belleme, William de Breteuil, and Roger, son of Richard FitzGilbert. A group of young men went to the
castle in Remalard, where they continued their invasion of Normandy. The robbers were supported by many of William's continental enemies. [116] William immediately attacked the rebels and drove them out of Remalard, but King Philip gave them a castle in Gerberoi, where they joined new supporters. William then besieged Gerberoi in January 1079. After three weeks, the
besieged troops were rescued from the castle and managed to retrieve the iron in shock. William was not unloaded by Robert and was only saved from death by an Englishman, Toki wigod's son, who himself was killed. [117] William's forces were forced to lift the siege, and the king returned to Rouen. On 12 April 1080, William and Robert had reached the property, with William
once again confirming that Robert would receive Normandy when he died. A map showing William's land in 1087 (a bright pink area controlled by William). News of William's defeat in Gerberoi raised difficulties in northern England. In August and September 1079 King Malcolm of Scotland invaded south of the River Tweed, destroying land between the River Tees and Tweed in an
attack that lasted almost a month. Norman's lack of response seemed to have caused the people of Northumbrian to grow calm, and in the spring of 1080 they rebelled against the government of William Walcher, Bishop of Durham and Earl of Northumbria. Walcher was killed on May 14, 1080, and the king sent his half-brother Odo to deal with the rebellion. [119] William left
Normandy in July 1080,[120] and in the autumn his son Robert was sent on a campaign against Scotland. Robert stormed into Lothian and forced Malcolm to agree terms, building a castle in Newcastle-on-Tyne on his return to England. [119] The king was in for Christmas 1080 and in Winchester for Whitsun in 1081, ceremonially wore his crown on both The papal embassy
arrived in the UK during this period, requesting that William commit allegiance to the British to the papacy, a request he refused. [120] William also visited Wales during 1081, although English and Welsh sources differed on the exact purpose of the visit. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle stated that it was a military campaign, but Welsh sources noted it as a pilgrimage to St Davids in
honour of Saint David. William's biographer David Bates argued that an earlier explanation was more likely, explaining that the balance of power had recently shifted in Wales and that William would have wanted to take advantage of changing circumstances to prolong Norman rule. In late 1081, William returned to the continent, dealing with disturbances in Maine. Although he led
an expedition to Maine, the result was instead a negotiated settlement orchestrated by the papal legislature. [121] The source's final years for William's actions between 1082 and 1084 were very small. According to historian David Bates, this may mean that little happened on the record, and that because William was on the continent, there was nothing to note by the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle. [122] In 1082 William ordered the arrest of his half-brother Odo. The exact reason is unclear, as no contemporary writer recorded what caused the altercation between the half-siblings. Orderic Vitalis then notes that Odo has aspirations to become Pope. Orderic is also concerned that Odo has attempted to persuade some of William's followers to join Odo during the
invasion of southern Italy. This would be considered damaging to the king's authority over his subordinates, which William would not tolerate. Although Odo remained in captivity for the rest of William's reign, his land was not confiscated. More trouble struck in 1083, when William's son Robert rebelled once again with the support of the French king. The next blow was the death of
Queen Matilda on November 2, 1083. William was always pictured close to his wife, and his death will add to the problem. Maine continued to be difficult, with an uprising by Hubert de Beaumont-au-Maine, probably in 1084. Hubert was besieged at his castle in Sainte-Suzanne by William's troops for at least two years, but he eventually made peace with the king and was restored
to support. William's movements during 1084 and 1085 were unclear - he was in Normandy at Easter 1084 but may have been in England before that to collect danegelds assessed that year for the British defence against invasion by King Cnut IV of Denmark. Although British and Norman forces remained on high alert throughout 1085 and into 1086, the threat of invasion ended
by Cnut's death in July 1086. [124] William as king of Change in England See also: English Castle and Royal forest • Royal forest in England White Tower in London, started by As part of his efforts to secure England, William ordered many castles, preserves and mottes to be built - among them the central centre Tower of London, White Tower. These fortresses allowed the
Normans to retreat to safety when threatened by rebellion and allowed garrisons to be protected as they occupied the countryside. The early castles were simple land and timber constructions, then replaced with stone structures. [126] In the beginning, most of the newly settled Normans kept the knights of the household and did not complete their retainers with their own fief, but
gradually these knights of the household came to be given their own land, a process known as subinfeudation. William also required his newly created wizards to contribute a fixed quota of knights to not only the military campaign but also the castle garrison. This method of organizing military forces is a departure from the pre-Conquest English practice of basing military service on
territorial units such as hide. [127] By William's death, after weathering a series of rebellions, most of the original Anglo-Saxon aristocracy had been replaced by Norman and other continental figures. Not all Normans who accompanied William in the early conquests gained large amounts of land in England. Some seem reluctant to take land in a kingdom that doesn't always seem
to be dissingared. Although some of the newly wealthy Normans in England came from William's close family or from the upper Norman nobility, others came from relatively humble backgrounds. [128] William gave some land to his continental followers from the possession of one or more certain Britons; at other times, he gave a compact grouping of land previously held by many
different English people to one Norman follower, often to allow for the consolidation of land around strategically placed castles. [129] The medieval chronicle of William of Malmesbury says that the king also seized and depopulated many miles of land (36 parishes), turning it into a new forest area of the kingdom to support his enthusiastic enjoyment of hunting. Modern historians
have come to the conclusion that the depopulation of the New Forest is greatly exaggerated. Much of the New Forest land is poor agricultural land, and archaeological and geographical studies have shown that it is likely to rarely settle when converted into a royal forest. [130] William was known for his love of hunting, and he introduced forest laws to areas of the country,
regulating who could hunt and what could be hunted. [131] Main administrative article: Norman conquest of England • Consequences of William the Conqueror's English coin After 1066, William made no attempt to integrate his separate domain into one unified world with a set of laws. His seal from after 1066, in which six impressions still remain, was made for him after he
conquered England and emphasized his role as king, while separately as Duke. [t] While in Normandy, William admitted that he owed allegiance to the king of France, but in England no such confession was made – further evidence that Part of William's land is considered separate. The administrative machinery of Normandy, England, and Maine continues to exist separate from
other lands, with each retaining its own form. For example, the British continued to use writing, which is unknown on the continent. Also, charters and documents produced for the government in Normandy differ in formula from those produced in the UK. [132] William took over a more complex British government than the Norman system. England is divided into shires or counties,
which are then divided into hundreds or wapentak. Each shire was granted by a royal official called the sheriff, who roughly had the same status as viscount Norman. A sheriff is responsible for royal justice and collecting royal income. [54] To keep an eye on his expanded domain, William was forced to travel even more than he had as Duke. He crossed back and forth between the
continent and England at least 19 times between 1067 and his death. William spent most of his time in England between the Battle of Hastings and 1072, and after that, he spent most of his time in Normandy. [133] [u] The government is still centered on William's household; when he is in one part of his domain, decisions will be made for other parts of his domain and transmitted
through a communication system that uses letters and other documents. William also appointed a deputy who could make a decision while he was absent, especially if the absence was expected to be long. Usually, these are members of William's close family - often his half-brother Odo or his wife Matilda. Sometimes deputies are appointed to handle certain issues. [134] William
continued to collect danegeld, the land tax. This was an advantage for William, as it was the only universal tax collected by the rulers of western Europe during this period. It is an annual tax based on the value of landholdings, and can be collected at different rates. Most of the year sees a rate of two shillings per hide, but in a crisis, it could be increased to as much as six shillings
per hide. [135] Coins between different parts of the domain continue to be minted in different cycles and styles. British coins generally have a high silver content, of high artistic standards, and are required to be reprinted every three years. Norman coins have a much lower silver content, are often of poor quality, and are rarely reprinted. Also, in the UK, no other coins are allowed,
while on other continents coins are considered legal tenders. There is also no evidence that much British money is circulating in Normandy, which suggests little attempt to integrate the monetary systems of the UK and Normandy. [132] In addition to taxation, William's extensive landholding throughout the UK strengthened As heir to King Edward, he controlled all former royal
lands. He was also in control of most of Harold's land and his family, which king of the largest secular landowners in England by a wide margin. [v] Domesday Book main article: Domesday Book A page from the Domesday Book for Warwickshire At Christmas 1085, William ordered a compilation of surveys on landholding held by himself and by his followers throughout his
kingdom, organised by the county. This resulted in a work now known as the Domesday Book. The list for each district gives ownership of each landowner, grouped by the owner. The list describes the holding, which owned the land before the Conquest, its value, what the tax assessment was, and usually the number of farmers, plows, and other resources that the holding had.
Cities are listed separately. All English counties south of the River Tees and River Ribble were included, and the entire work seemed to have largely been completed by August 1, 1086, when the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle noted that William received the results and that all the witch's chiefs swore swearing, renewal of their oaths of allegiance. [137] William's precise motivation in
ordering the survey is unclear, but may have several objectives, such as making records of feudal obligations and justifying increased taxation. [2] William's death and consequently left England towards the end of 1086. Upon his return to the continent he married his daughter Constance to Duke Alan of Brittany, in advancing his policy of seeking allies against the Kings of France.
William's son Robert, who was still working with the King of France, seemed to have been active in raising the issue, enough that William led an expedition against the French Vexin in July 1087. While capturing Mantes, William fell ill or was wounded by his saddle pommel. [138] He was taken to the priory of Saint Gervase in Rouen, where he died on 9 September 1087. [2]
Knowledge of the events before his death was confused as there were two different accounts. Orderic Vitalis maintains a long account, complete with speeches made by many principals, but this is likely more of a record of how a king should die than what actually happened. The other, De obitu Willelmi, or On the Death of William, has proven to be a copy of two 9th century
accounts with altered names. [138] William's tomb in Abbaye-aux-Hommes, Caen William left Normandy for Robert, and British custody was granted to William's second living son, also called William, assuming that he would become king. The youngest son, Henry, received the money. After entrusting England to his second son, elder William sent the younger William back to
England on 7 or 8 September, bringing a letter to Lanfranc instructing the archbishop to help the new king. Other items included gifts to the Church and money to be distributed to the poor. William also ordered that his prisoners were released, including his half-brother Odo. [138] Disturbances followed William's death; all those who had been at the site of his death left the body in
Rouen and and to attend to their own affairs. Eventually, Rouen's clergy arranged for the remains to be sent to Caen, where William wanted to be buried in the abbaye-aux-Hommes foundation. The funeral, attended by normandy bishops and abbots and his son Henry, was disturbed by the affirmation of a Caen resident who alleged that his family had been illegally vandalized
from the land on which the church was built. After rushing to consultation, the allegations proved to be true, and the man was compensated. Further anger occurred when the bodies were lowered into the tomb. The body was too big for space, and when officers forced the body into the tomb it exploded, spreading a disgusting smell throughout the church. [139] William's tomb
today is marked with marble slabs with Latin inscriptions dating back to the early 19th century. The tomb has been disturbed several times since 1087, the first time in 1522 when the tomb was opened by order of the papacy. The intact body was restored to the tomb at that time, but in 1562, during the French Religious War, the cemetery was reopened and bones scattered and
lost, with the exception of one femur. This single relic was buried in 1642 with a new marker, which was replaced 100 years later with a more elaborate monument. The tomb was again destroyed during the French Revolution but was eventually replaced with the current marker. [140] [w] The Heritage Statue of William the Conqueror in Falaise, France The direct consequence of
William's death was the war between his sons Robert and William over British and Normandy control. [2] Even after the death of the younger William in 1100 and the succession of his youngest brother Henry as king, Normandy and England remained contested between the brothers until the capture of Robert by Henry at the Battle of Tinchebray in 1106. Difficulties over
succession led to the loss of authority in Normandy, with the aristocracy regaining much of the power they lost from elder William. His sons also lost much of their control over Maine, which rebelled in 1089 and managed to remain largely free of Norman's influence afterwards. [142] The impact on William's British Conquest was profound; changes in the Church, aristocracy,
culture, and language of the state have persisted into modern times. The conquest brought the kingdom into closer contact with France and established links between France and England that lasted throughout the Middle Ages. Another consequence of William's invasion was the sundering of a previously close relationship between England and Scandinavia. William's reign
combined elements of the British and Norman systems into a new one that laid the foundations of the later medieval English empire. [143] How suddenly and distantly the change was, it remains a debate among historians, with some like Richard Southern claiming that conquest is the most radical change in European history between the Fall of Rome Rome 20th century. Others,
such as H. G. Richardson and G. O. Sayles, see the changes brought about by conquest far more radically than the South suggests. [144] Historian Eleanor Searle described William's invasion as a plan not to be considered by the ruler but a Scandinavian. [145] William's reign has caused historical controversy since before his death. William of Poitiers wrote glowingly about
William's reign and its merits, but the obituary notice for William in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle condemned William in harsh terms. [144] In the years since the Conquest, politicians and other leaders have used William and his government events to describe political events throughout British history. During the reign of Queen Elizabeth I of England, Archbishop Matthew Parker saw
the Conquest as having damaged the purer Church of England, which Parker was trying to restore. During the 17th and 18th centuries, some historians and lawyers saw William's reign as imposing Norman cursing on indigenous Anglo-Saxons, an argument that continued during the 19th century with further elaboration along nationalistic lines. These controversies have led to
William being seen by some historians either as one of the creators of British greatness or as inflicting one of the greatest defeats in British history. Others have viewed him as an enemy of the British constitution, or as an alternative as its creator. [146] William's family and children and his wife Matilda have at least nine children. [48] The birth order of the son is clear, but no source
gives a relative sequence of births of girls. [2] Robert was born between 1051 and 1054, died February 10 1134. [48] The Duke of Normandy, married Sybilla, geoffrey's daughter, count of Conversano. Richard was born before 1056, died around 1075. [48] William was born between 1056 and 1060, died on 2 August 1100. [48] The King of England, was killed in the New Forest.
Henry was born in late 1068, died December 1, 1135. [48] The King of England, married Edith, daughter of Malcolm III of Scotland. His second wife was Adeliza of Louvain. [149] Adeliza (or Adelida,[150] Adelaide[149]) died before 1113, reportedly engaged to Harold Godwinson, possibly a Saint Léger nun in Préaux. Cecilia (or Cecily) was born before 1066, died 1127, Abbess of
Holy Trinity, Caen. [48] Matilda[2][150] born around 1061, died probably around 1086. [149] It is mentioned in the Domesday Book as William's daughter. [48] Constance died in 1090, marrying Alan IV, Duke of Brittany. [48] Adela died in 1137, marrying Stephen, Count of Blois. [48] (Probably) Agatha, who was engaged to Alfonso VI of León and Castile. [x] There is no evidence of
any birth of William. [154] Note ^ Old Norman: Williame I; Old English: Willelm ^ He is regularly described as a non-Norman contemporary source. [2] ^ Although The Chronicle of William of Poitiers claims that Edward's succession was caused by duke William's efforts, this is highly unlikely, perhaps, William at the time was practically powerless in his own duchy. [2] The exact date
of William's birth is confused by contradictory statements by the Norman chronicle. Orderic Vitalis had William at the site of his death claiming that he was 64 years old, which would put his birth around 1023. But elsewhere, Orderic states that William was 8 years old when his father left for Jerusalem in 1035, putting the year of birth in 1027. William of Malmesbury gave 7 years of
age to William when his father left, giving 1028. Another source, De obitu Willelmi, stated that William was 59 years old when he died in 1087, allowing for 1027 or 1028. [9] This made Emma of Normandy her great-aunt and Edward the Confessor her cousin. [11] ^ The princess later married William, ruler of La Ferté-Macé. [9] ^ Walter has two daughters. One became a nun, and
the other, Matilda, married Ralph Tesson. [9] ^ How illegitimately viewed by the church and the lay community changed during this period. The Church, under the influence of Gregorian reform, held the view that the sin of sex outside of marriage tarnished any resulting offspring, but the nobility did not fully embrace the Church's point of view during William's lifetime. [18] In 1135
the illegitimate birth of Robert of Gloucester, son of William Henry I of England, was enough to preclude Robert's succession as king when Henry died without a legitimate male heir, although he had some support from the English nobility. [19] ^ The reason for the ban is unclear. There is no record of grounds from the Council, and the main evidence is from the Order of Vitalis. He
hinted obliquely that William and Matilda were too closely related, but gave no details, hence the issue remains unclear. [42] ^ The exact date of the marriage is unknown, but it may be in 1051 or 1052, and certainly before the end of 1053, as Matilda was crowned William's wife in a charter dated at the end of that year. [44] ^ The two monasteries are Abbaye-aux-Hommes (or St
Étienne) for men founded by William around 1059, and Abbaye aux Dames (or Sainte Trinité) for women founded by Matilda about four years later. [47] ^ Ætheling means prince of the royal house and usually indicates a son or brother of the reigning king. [70] Edgar the Ætheling was another claimant,[74] but Edgar was young,[75] possibly only 14 in 1066. [76] ^ Bayeux's tapestry
can depict papal banners carried by William's troops, but this is not mentioned in the tapestry. [79] ^ William of Malmesbury stated that William did accept Gytha's offer, but William of Poitiers stated that William rejected the offer. [89] Modern biographer Harold that William turned down the offer. [91] ^ Medieval chronicles are often called 11th-century events only in season, making
more precise dates impossible. ^ Historian Frank Barlow points out that William had suffered from his uncle Mauger's ambitions as a young man and thus would not have counting creates such a situation. [101] ^ Edgar remained at William's palace until 1086 when he went to principal Norman in southern Italy. [107] ^ Although Simon was a supporter of William, Vexin was actually
under the leadership of King Philip, which is why Philip secured control of the district when Simon became a monk. [115] ^ This seal shows a knight being fitted and is the first still-present example of a riding seal. [132] ^ Between 1066 and 1072, William spent only 15 months in Normandy and the rest in England. After returning to Normandy in 1072, he spent about 130 months in
Normandy as a fight for about 40 months in England. [133] ^ In the Domesday Book, the king's land is worth four times that of his half-brother Odo's land, the next largest landowner, and seven times more than Roger of Montgomery, the third largest landowner. [136] ^ The femur currently in the tomb is assumed to be a bone buried in 1642, but historian Victoria E. A. Freeman
holds that it was lost in 1793. [141] ^ William of Poitiers recounts that two brothers, the Iberian kings, were contenders for the hand of William's daughter, which caused discord between them. [151] Some historians have identified this as Sancho II of Castile and his brother García II of Galicia, and the bride as Sancho's documented wife alberta, which bears the non-Iberian name.
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